several later occasions it was observed that this component at first seemed to remain unchanged, later it was slightly increased; repeated examinations did not give evidence of multiple myeloma. At intervals ranging from 15 to 24 years after the primary demonstration of the M -component, all three patients presented with symptoms of multiple myeloma and died within less than one year after the disease had been diagnosed. The following conclusions are drawn:
(1) The preclinical phase of multiple myeloma may cover up to 24 years.
(2) A presence of multiple myeloma cannot be precluded, even after follow-up throughout 24 years, in cases of the so-called " benign monoclonal gammopathy ".
IT is generally accepted that the interval between the establishiiient of' a diao,nosis of multiple myeloma and death of the patient is very short; about one half of all patients die within .9 months. Quite often, however, this staffe may liave been preceded by a protracted preclinical, although asymptomatic, phase during which the presence of ai-i M-component in the serum represeiits the exclusive sign of the disease.
In a previous paper five cases were presented in which the disease ran suci-i a, course, and studies published in the literature prior to 1,964 are referred to in that paper (Norgaard, 1964) . The (Norgaard, 1954 (Norgaard, , 1955 It should be pointed out that the three patients died all within one year after symptoms of the lesion had become manifest. Thus, it is a matter of multiple myeloma which ran a normal although malignant course, in contrast to the slowly progressing benign lesions described by Bichel in 1964. Even though paraproteinaemia had been demonstrated in the patients examined by Hobbs in In Fig. 1 , the gamma-globulin concentrations are plotted in the same manner. The rate of increase is seen to be exponential also here.
If the rate of increase of paraprotein remains exponential, the doubling time can be calculated (Hobbs, 1967 (Hobbs, , 1969 (Hobbs, , 1971 The above discussed case reports should be collated with those dealt with by Hobbs (1967 Hobbs ( , 1969 Hobbs ( , and 1971 and by Salmon and Smith (1970) 
